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Is the Isle of Man TTempting You to Relocate

The Isle of Man’s April 2026 census will 
provide an interesting update on the island’s 
population and general demographics.  This 
comes at a time when the small offshore 
territory is preparing for its annual influx of 
around 50,000 visitors to its flagship road 
racing event the TT motorbike races starting 
at the end of May 2026.

The Manx government seeks to grow the Isle 
of Man’s population with a particular focus 
on the economically active.  Some TT visitors 
eye the island as a relocation opportunity 
enticed perhaps by low crime levels, a quieter 
lifestyle and an attractive fiscal regime.  Both 
government and private agencies assist those 
interested in relocation.  For instance, Locate 
Isle of Man (www.locate.im) is a good place to 
start when contemplating whether island life 
might suit.

To those in the Common Travel Area of the 
United Kingdom and Ireland relocating to the 
Isle of Man can be logistically straightforward.  
Entrepreneurs wishing to transfer or establish 
their business here are targeted by the 
Manx government with various incentive 
schemes.  The island’s legal sector provides 
a professional back up to those setting up 
home or business here.  The Isle of Man is 
a completely separate legal jurisdiction to 
England and Wales with its own laws and 
legal system.  Manx lawyers are Advocates, 
combining the traditional roles of solicitor and 
barrister which remain separated in England 
and Wales.  Manx Advocates advise on the 
full range of legal services from house buying 

and estate planning to commercial litigation 
and company mergers.  Legislation prevents 
non-Manx Advocates from conducting these 
reserved activities.

There are some key differences between the 
island’s laws and those of the UK jurisdictions.  
This often manifests itself when cross border 
business between the Isle of Man and England 
runs into an issue and disputes arise.  M&P 
Legal frequently deals with such enquiries.  
Initially we emphasise the need to ascertain 
the correct law and jurisdiction governing 
a cross border dispute and only then can 
the aggrieved party be satisfied they are 
getting appropriate advice in the right place.  
Creditors based in the UK should source local 
advice when attempting to enforce a debt 
claim against a Manx defaulter.

Another common crossover area relates to 
employment.  The island’s thriving finance 
sector hosts some large insurance, banking 
and e-gaming employers who have a network 
of offices in various jurisdictions.  Adopting 
English law employment contracts for Manx 
based staff is inappropriate and leads to 
confusion and sometimes dispute.  Having 
reliable local counsel will be a prudent step for 
those operating a business in the Isle of Man.  
Correctly drafted employment contracts 
and terms of business are preventative 
measures to minimise the chances of future 
jurisdictional or other disputes arising.

As the UK becomes an increasingly high tax 
jurisdiction, there will be those who see the 
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Isle of Man as a retreat from interventional 
government, capital taxes and general 
electoral unrest.  The island’s professional 
sector and governmental support will always 
be happy to discuss relocation to this Irish Sea 
gem.

M&P Legal advises on cross border debt recovery, 
commercial litigation, corporate mergers, 
acquisitions and insolvency, employment law plus 
domestic conveyancing and estate planning.  We 
can provide access to related professional advice 
to those contemplating relocation or setting up 
business in the Isle of Man.   
 
Advocate John Aycock is the Managing Director 
of M&P Legal who can be contacted for initial 
discussion on jta@mplegal.im. 
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